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 Digitalization has transformed how Islamic knowledge is accessed, 
produced, and circulated, creating new challenges for Islamic 
education. The resulting epistemological crisis refers to the 
interconnected fragmentation of knowledge, reconfiguration of 
religious authority, and persistent dichotomy between religious and 
general knowledge, while digital environments intensify the need for 
reliable epistemic criteria and ethical guidance. This study examines 
how digitalization affects the epistemological foundations and 
authority of Islamic education and develops a conceptual framework 
for its reconstruction. A qualitative normative-philosophical design 
was employed through library research. Relevant literature was 
identified, screened, thematically classified, and critically synthesized 
using hermeneutical reading and conceptual analysis. The analysis 
indicates that digitalization does not inherently undermine Islamic 
education but changes the conditions of knowledge access and 
authority. Revelation, reason, and empirical knowledge require 
constructive integration, while adab provides an ethical-epistemic 
orientation for responsible knowledge use. The study proposes a five-
dimensional reconstructive framework comprising access, 
verification, contextualization, ethical formation through adab, and 
knowledge integration within an Islamic worldview. The framework 
provides a conceptual basis for responding to digital epistemological 
challenges, although it remains conceptually derived and requires 
empirical validation. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Digitalization has transformed how knowledge is produced, circulated, accessed, and 
evaluated. In Islamic education, this transformation creates opportunities for broader access 
to learning resources while simultaneously raising questions about how learners distinguish 
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authoritative knowledge from information of uncertain validity. Research on the digital 
transformation of knowledge orders shows that digital environments can alter the 
organization of epistemic authority, making visibility, circulation, and platform dynamics 
increasingly relevant to what is recognized as knowledge [1]. Recent scholarship on Islamic 
education similarly indicates that digital transformation is not merely a change in 
instructional tools; it affects curriculum, teacher roles, learning practices, and the 
preservation of educational values [2], [3]. This transformation is also reflected in the 
changing relationship between digitalization and the epistemology of Islamic education, 
particularly in how knowledge is selected, validated, and transmitted in digital environments 
[4]. 

In this study, an epistemological crisis refers to a condition in which the criteria, 
sources, processes, and authorities used to establish the validity of knowledge become 
uncertain, contested, or disconnected from the purposes of Islamic education. This issue is 
especially important because Islamic education traditionally links knowledge with truth, 
ethical responsibility, and the formation of the learner. Studies of Islamic educational 
epistemology describe knowledge as involving revelation, reason, and empirical 
engagement rather than a simple opposition between religious and scientific knowledge [5], 
[6]. Thus, the epistemological problem concerns not only access to information but also how 
knowledge is justified, interpreted, transmitted, and integrated within an Islamic conception 
of human purpose. Educational reform that concentrates exclusively on technology or 
curriculum delivery may therefore overlook the epistemic foundations that determine how 
learners evaluate and use knowledge. 

The digital environment also changes the configuration of religious authority. 
Contemporary studies of digital religious authority in Indonesia show that online visibility, 
platform affordances, audience engagement, and algorithmic ranking can influence who 
becomes recognized as an authoritative religious voice [7], [8]. Research on digital Islamic 
media further describes a movement from institutionally mediated authority toward more 
fragmented and participatory forms of authority [9]. In contrast, studies of Qur’anic 
interpretation and digital fatwas show how platform logic can affect the circulation and 
reception of religious knowledge [10], [11]. This development represents a crisis of authority 
rather than necessarily an epistemological crisis itself: the former concerns changes in who 
is recognized as an authoritative source, whereas the latter concerns the criteria by which 
knowledge is regarded as valid. These developments do not necessarily eliminate traditional 
authority, but they create a more complex environment in which teachers, scholars, 
institutions, influencers, and digital platforms interact. 

Within Islamic education, the challenge is therefore to preserve the ethical and 
epistemic functions of learning while responding constructively to digital change. Research 
on Islamic education in the digital era identifies both benefits and constraints, including 
broader accessibility, flexible learning, digital literacy needs, infrastructure disparities, and 
changes in pedagogical practice [12]–[16]. Digital literacy has consequently become 
relevant not only as a technical competence but also as a capacity to access, evaluate, 
interpret, and use digital information responsibly [17]. Technology-based approaches to 
Islamic religious education further demonstrate the increasing integration of digital tools into 
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learning practices [18]. These developments indicate that digital literacy should be 
distinguished from an epistemological crisis: digital literacy concerns learners’ 
competencies in navigating digital information, whereas an epistemological crisis concerns 
the foundations used to determine whether knowledge is trustworthy, justified, and 
meaningful. In Islamic educational settings, these competencies can be connected with the 
classical concern for the reliability of knowledge transmission and the moral formation of 
learners. 

The conceptual tradition of ta’dib provides an important entry point for addressing 
this relationship between knowledge and ethical formation. Scholarship on Islamic 
educational philosophy emphasizes the interconnectedness of knowledge, discipline, ethics, 
and the proper formation of the learner [19]. The concept of ta’dib consequently positions 
education not merely as the transfer of information but as a process of cultivating appropriate 
recognition, conduct, and responsibility in relation to knowledge [20]. This perspective also 
highlights the distinction between an epistemological crisis and a moral crisis: an 
epistemological crisis concerns the foundations and validation of knowledge, whereas a 
moral crisis concerns how knowledge is oriented toward appropriate conduct and 
responsibility. The loss or weakening of adab may therefore indicate a disconnection 
between knowledge, purpose, authority, and action rather than simply a decline in manners. 

Another important strand is the Islamization of knowledge project associated 
particularly with Isma’il Raji al-Faruqi and Syed Muhammad Naquib al-Attas. Scholarship 
on Islamic epistemology examines the relationship between knowledge and knowing within 
Islamic intellectual traditions [21]. Research on knowledge integration further emphasizes 
the need to connect different forms of knowledge within an appropriate intellectual and 
educational framework [22], while methodological discussions explore how Islamic sources 
of knowledge can inform research and educational inquiry [23]. The epistemological 
distinction among bayani, ‘irfani, and burhani approaches further demonstrates that Islamic 
knowledge construction involves different modes of textual, experiential, and rational 
engagement [24]. The Islamization of knowledge project is therefore not adequately 
represented as simply adding religious content to existing disciplines. Rather, it raises 
questions about the assumptions, aims, concepts, values, and ethical consequences that shape 
knowledge production and educational practice. Within this framework, the integration of 
revelation and reason becomes a conceptual response to fragmented approaches to 
knowledge rather than a rejection of empirical or rational inquiry. 

Existing studies have generated substantial discussions of digital transformation, 
Islamic epistemology, religious authority, digital literacy, adab, and knowledge integration, 
but these dimensions are often examined separately. The present study connects these 
dimensions by examining how digital transformation can intensify existing epistemological 
tensions in Islamic education and how the Islamization of knowledge framework can be used 
to interpret these tensions [25]. The novelty of this study lies in bringing epistemic authority, 
adab, and the integration of revelation and reason into a single normative-philosophical 
framework for understanding Islamic education in the digital environment. The study does 
not claim that digital technology itself causes moral or epistemological decline; instead, it 
examines how specific digital practices may reshape authority, knowledge validation, and 
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educational relationships, and how Islamic educational principles can respond to these 
changes [5]. 

Accordingly, this study addresses the following research question: How does digital 
transformation reshape epistemic authority and knowledge validation in Islamic education, 
and how can the Islamization of knowledge framework provide a conceptual basis for 
responding to these epistemological challenges?. 
 

2. METHOD 
2.1. Research Design 

This study employed a qualitative normative-philosophical design using library 
research as its primary research strategy. This approach was selected because the research 
question concerns the meaning, foundations, and normative orientation of Islamic education 
rather than the statistical measurement of a population. The study focused on conceptual 
interpretation and critical synthesis of scholarly literature rather than empirical observation 
or measurement. Library research was used to identify, examine, and synthesize relevant 
scholarly works concerning Islamic education, epistemology, digital transformation, 
religious authority, and knowledge integration. The documentary literature constituted the 
primary data source, while philosophical interpretation was used to establish conceptual 
relationships among the identified themes. 

 
2.2. Data Sources and Selection Procedure 

The source-selection process involved four stages: identification, screening, 
conceptual classification, and synthesis. Sources were identified through scholarly journal 
databases and publisher platforms using combinations of the terms Islamic education, 
Islamic epistemology, digital transformation, religious authority, knowledge integration, and 
Islamization of knowledge. The search focused on peer-reviewed scholarly publications that 
directly addressed at least one of the conceptual dimensions examined in the study. 

Sources were included when they: (1) addressed Islamic education, Islamic 
epistemology, digital transformation, religious authority, adab, or knowledge integration; (2) 
provided substantive conceptual, theoretical, or analytical discussion relevant to the research 
question; and (3) were published in scholarly journals or recognized academic publications. 
Sources were excluded when they were unrelated to the research focus, duplicated another 
publication, or provided only general descriptive information without substantive relevance 
to the conceptual analysis. Because this study is a normative-philosophical library study 
rather than a systematic review or meta-analysis, the selection process was designed to 
establish conceptual relevance rather than to estimate the prevalence or effect size of findings 
across studies. 

 
2.3. Data Collection and Analytical Procedure 

The selected literature was examined through three interconnected analytical stages: 
hermeneutical reading, thematic coding, and critical conceptual synthesis. 

The first analytical stage was hermeneutical reading. Key concepts such as 
knowledge, authority, adab, revelation, reason, and Islamization were interpreted within the 
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intellectual and educational contexts in which they were discussed. The analysis did not treat 
individual statements as isolated claims; instead, it examined how the concepts relate to 
broader assumptions about the purpose of education. Particular attention was given to the 
relationships among sources of knowledge, criteria of validity, educational purposes, and the 
formation of learners. This procedure is consistent with scholarship that understands Islamic 
educational epistemology as involving multiple sources and modes of knowing, including 
rational, dialogical, critical, and revelatory dimensions [5], [6]. 

The second stage was thematic coding. Relevant passages and arguments were 
classified according to five analytical themes: (1) digital transformation of knowledge 
practices; (2) fragmentation and reconfiguration of religious authority; (3) epistemological 
foundations of Islamic education; (4) adab and ethical formation; and (5) Islamization and 
integration of knowledge. The themes were initially derived from the research questions and 
conceptual framework, while their specific categories were refined during the reading and 
comparison of the selected literature. This process allowed recurring concepts, arguments, 
and conceptual tensions to be identified across different sources. 

The third stage involved critical conceptual synthesis, in which similarities, 
differences, and conceptual relationships among the themes were examined. Rather than 
applying a formal critical discourse analysis framework, the study used critical conceptual 
analysis to examine how the literature constructs ideas of authority, legitimacy, knowledge, 
and educational purpose in digital contexts. The analysis therefore considered how changes 
in digital platforms and educational practices may reshape the recognition of authority and 
the validation of knowledge, while avoiding the assumption that digital technology itself 
produces an epistemological or moral crisis. The hermeneutical stage provided contextual 
interpretation of concepts, the thematic stage organized recurring conceptual patterns, and 
the critical synthesis stage examined relationships, tensions, and implications among those 
concepts. 

 
2.4. Trustworthiness of the Analysis 

The trustworthiness of the qualitative analysis was supported through conceptual 
consistency, source comparison, and interpretive cross-checking. Conceptual claims were 
examined across multiple sources rather than being derived from a single publication. 
Differences in terminology and interpretation were retained during the synthesis and were 
compared in relation to the conceptual framework of the study. This procedure was intended 
to reduce dependence on isolated arguments and to ensure that the final interpretation was 
grounded in the broader body of literature examined. 

 
2.5. Ethical Considerations 

This study did not involve human participants, personal data, interviews, surveys, or 
experimental procedures. Therefore, informed consent, participant anonymity, and 
confidentiality procedures were not applicable. The study relied exclusively on publicly 
available scholarly literature and followed principles of responsible academic use of 
published sources, including accurate attribution and citation. 
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3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
3.1. Digitalization and the Changing Structure of Knowledge 

The thematic analysis identified five interconnected dimensions of the 
epistemological challenge in Islamic education: changes in knowledge practices, 
fragmentation of religious authority, epistemological foundations, ethical formation through 
adab, and reconstruction of knowledge through an Islamic worldview. The synthesis further 
indicates that these dimensions are not isolated. Changes in digital knowledge practices 
influence the visibility of authority, the criteria used to evaluate knowledge, the role of adab, 
and the way Islamic education integrates revelation, reason, and empirical knowledge. 

The literature indicates that digitalization has transformed the conditions under 
which knowledge is encountered. Learners can now move rapidly among formal educational 
materials, religious websites, social media posts, video lectures, discussion forums, and 
algorithmically recommended content. This expansion can increase access, but greater 
access to information does not necessarily establish epistemic validity. Research on digital 
knowledge orders emphasizes that the architecture of digital environments can influence 
how information becomes visible, repeated, and socially recognized [1]. Within Islamic 
education, this creates a practical question: how can learners distinguish the abundance of 
available information from knowledge that has been critically examined and appropriately 
contextualized? 

Recent studies of Islamic education describe digital transformation as a mixed 
process. Digital tools can support accessibility, flexibility, engagement, and new 
instructional practices, yet institutions may also face unequal infrastructure, insufficient 
teacher digital competence, and difficulties in integrating technology without weakening 
educational values [2], [12]–[16]. The literature therefore indicates that the educational value 
of digitalization depends not simply on the availability of technology but on how technology 
is incorporated into pedagogical, institutional, and ethical frameworks. A digital learning 
environment can therefore be educationally productive when technology is subordinated to 
pedagogical and ethical purposes. The issue is not whether Islamic education should use 
digital technology, but how digital technology should be governed by educational objectives. 

Digitalization also changes the temporal structure of learning. Short-form content 
and rapid information retrieval encourage immediate consumption, whereas classical 
educational traditions frequently emphasize repetition, dialogue, guidance, contextual 
interpretation, and sustained intellectual formation. The analysis does not establish a simple 
opposition between traditional and digital learning. Instead, it identifies a tension between 
rapid information consumption and the slower processes of verification, reflection, and 
contextual interpretation. The central concern is whether digital practices allow sufficient 
space for verification, reflection, contextualization, and ethical guidance. Studies of digital 
literacy in Islamic education suggest that students need competencies that include critical 
engagement with online information rather than merely technical ability to operate digital 
platforms [13], [14], [19], [27]. 

The first thematic finding is therefore that digitalization has changed the conditions 
of knowledge access and recognition without automatically changing the standards by which 
knowledge should be regarded as valid. Digital abundance can expand learning 
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opportunities, but it also increases the importance of epistemic criteria. This finding 
establishes the connection between digital transformation and the broader epistemological 
problem examined in the subsequent sections. 

 
3.2. Fragmentation of Religious Authority in Digital Spaces 

One of the clearest epistemological consequences of digitalization is the 
diversification of religious authority. Traditional Islamic education has historically relied on 
teachers, scholars, institutions, texts, and chains of transmission to organize the credibility 
of knowledge. Digital environments do not necessarily remove these structures, but they 
place them alongside new forms of visibility and audience-based recognition. Hidayatullah 
describes digital religious authority as increasingly influenced by digital expertise, online 
visibility, self-presentation, and algorithmic reputation [7]. This indicates a transformation 
in the mechanisms through which authority becomes publicly visible and socially recognized 
rather than the complete disappearance of traditional authority. 

Research in Indonesia similarly documents the fragmentation and reconfiguration of 
religious authority in social media environments [8], [9], [28]. Digital platforms can facilitate 
the circulation of religious teachings beyond institutional boundaries and allow audiences to 
participate in interpretation and evaluation. Such participation can broaden access to 
religious discourse, but it can also create situations in which popularity, visibility, or 
audience engagement may be treated as indicators of authority without necessarily 
demonstrating scholarly competence. Studies of Qur’anic interpretation, digital fatwas, and 
social-media religious communication show that platform-mediated circulation can alter 
how religious knowledge is produced, presented, and received [10], [11]. 

The thematic synthesis therefore identifies a relationship between platform visibility 
and epistemic authority. The educational implication is not that online religious content 
should be rejected. A more defensible implication is that Islamic education needs stronger 
mechanisms for source evaluation and contextual interpretation. Students should be taught 
to ask who produced a claim, what evidence is provided, how the claim relates to recognized 
sources, whether the interpretation is consistent with its context, and whether alternative 
scholarly views exist. These practices connect contemporary digital literacy with the 
longstanding Islamic concern for verification and responsible transmission of knowledge. 

The changing authority structure also affects the teacher’s role. The teacher is no 
longer the only immediate gateway to information, but this does not make the teacher 
irrelevant. Instead, the teacher’s role can shift toward contextualization, verification, 
dialogue, and ethical guidance. Contemporary work on digital Islamic education emphasizes 
that meaningful transformation requires institutional support and teacher competence rather 
than technology adoption alone [3], [15]. The findings consequently suggest a 
transformation of the teacher’s function from being primarily an information gatekeeper 
toward serving as an epistemic and ethical mediator who helps learners evaluate, 
contextualize, and responsibly use information. 

This distinction is important because a crisis of authority should not automatically 
be equated with an epistemological crisis. The former concerns changes in the recognition 
and distribution of authority, whereas the latter concerns the criteria used to establish the 
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validity and justification of knowledge. Digitalization can intensify both conditions, but they 
represent analytically distinct problems. 

 
3.3. Epistemological Foundations of Islamic Education 

The epistemological problem in Islamic education concerns the relationship among 
sources, methods, truth, and educational purpose. Fauzi and Chirzin identify Islamic 
epistemology as encompassing approaches associated with bayani, irfani, and burhani, while 
emphasizing rational, intuitive, dialogical, comparative, critical, and reflective dimensions 
in Islamic education [5]. Tiara and Danu similarly argue that Islamic educational 
epistemology requires a stronger connection between transcendental principles and 
empirical realities [6]. These perspectives indicate that Islamic epistemology cannot be 
reduced either to textual transmission alone or to rational and empirical inquiry alone. 

The digital era makes this epistemological pluralism particularly significant. Online 
information can contain textual claims, empirical claims, opinions, interpretations, and 
persuasive narratives within the same interface. Without epistemic criteria, the learner may 
treat all forms of content as equivalent. The analysis identifies the weakening or absence of 
explicit criteria for evaluating knowledge as a central epistemological tension in digital 
Islamic education. An Islamic educational response therefore requires an explicit account of 
why some knowledge claims are stronger than others and how different sources should be 
related rather than collapsed into one undifferentiated stream. 

Knowledge integration provides one possible response to this problem. Scholarship 
on integration argues that the relationship between Islamic knowledge and contemporary 
disciplines should not be framed only as a competition between religious and secular systems 
[23], [24]. The challenge is to establish a coherent framework in which revelation provides 
normative orientation while reason, observation, and disciplined inquiry contribute to 
understanding the created world. Recent discussions of Islamic epistemology continue to 
emphasize the need to reconnect revelation, reason, and empirical knowledge in 
contemporary education [25], [22]. 

The synthesis suggests that knowledge integration should be understood as a 
relationship among distinct modes of knowing rather than as the elimination of their 
differences. Such integration should not be confused with the claim that every scientific 
proposition must be directly derived from scripture. The more defensible educational 
principle is that scientific inquiry and technological practice can be evaluated within an 
ethical and worldview framework. This distinction is important because it allows Islamic 
education to engage modern knowledge without either uncritically adopting every 
philosophical assumption associated with it or rejecting legitimate empirical findings. The 
resulting epistemological orientation is therefore both normatively grounded and 
intellectually open. 

The findings also distinguish epistemological crisis from digital literacy problems. 
Digital literacy concerns the capacity to access, evaluate, interpret, and use digital 
information, whereas an epistemological crisis concerns the deeper foundations by which 
knowledge claims are justified and recognized as valid. Digital literacy can therefore 

1

3

23

Page 13 of 20 - Integrity Submission Submission ID trn:oid:::1:3672473500

Page 13 of 20 - Integrity Submission Submission ID trn:oid:::1:3672473500



 https://doi.org/10.58421/misro.v5i3.2155  
 

 

2501

function as one educational response to an epistemological challenge, but the two concepts 
should not be treated as synonymous. 

 
3.4. Adab as an Ethical-Epistemic Principle 

The concept of adab provides a bridge between epistemology and educational ethics. 
In the al-Attasian tradition, education is associated with the recognition of the proper place 
of things and the cultivation of disciplined action. Ahmed’s analysis of al-Attas’s theory of 
ta’dib presents Islamic education as an indigenous educational philosophy in which ethical 
formation and knowledge are inseparable [20]. Recent conceptual studies similarly frame 
ta’dib as an important component of learner formation rather than as a peripheral matter of 
classroom behavior [21]. 

The literature therefore positions adab as an ethical-epistemic principle because it 
concerns not only how learners behave but also how they position themselves toward 
knowledge, authority, and responsibility. In the digital environment, adab can be 
operationalized as a set of dispositions governing how learners search, interpret, share, and 
apply information. A learner with digital competence but without epistemic discipline may 
circulate unverified religious claims, remove statements from context, or prioritize 
emotionally persuasive content. Conversely, a learner trained to verify sources, acknowledge 
uncertainty, respect scholarly disagreement, and consider the consequences of 
communication demonstrates an ethical dimension of digital literacy. 

This interpretation also changes the way educational outcomes are understood. 
Success cannot be measured only by information retrieval or technological fluency. Islamic 
education can reasonably evaluate whether students demonstrate responsible source use, 
respectful dialogue, intellectual humility, and awareness of the ethical consequences of 
knowledge. The connection between knowledge and character is consistent with research 
emphasizing the role of Islamic education in ethical digital citizenship [19] and with broader 
discussions of holistic Islamic educational philosophy [20], [26]. 

The analysis consequently identifies adab as a mediating principle connecting 
epistemic competence with ethical action. The contemporary challenge is therefore not to 
reproduce historical educational forms exactly, but to preserve the principles that gave those 
forms educational meaning. Teacher-student interaction, scholarly guidance, reflective 
reading, and ethical discipline can be reconfigured within digital environments. Digital 
platforms may support these principles when they are deliberately designed around 
verification, dialogue, contextualization, and responsible participation. 

This finding also clarifies the distinction between epistemological and moral 
concerns. An epistemological crisis concerns uncertainty or contestation regarding the 
foundations and validity of knowledge, whereas a moral crisis concerns the orientation of 
knowledge and action toward ethical responsibility. Adab provides a conceptual connection 
between the two without reducing one to the other. 
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3.5. Islamization of Knowledge as a Framework for Reconstruction 
Islamization of knowledge offers a conceptual response to the fragmentation of 

knowledge by asking how disciplines, educational objectives, and intellectual practices can 
be situated within an Islamic worldview. Contemporary studies of knowledge integration 
continue to identify the dichotomy between religious and general knowledge as a persistent 
challenge in Islamic education [23], [28]–[31], [32], [33]. The synthesis of these studies 
indicates that the continuing relevance of the Islamization project lies not simply in adding 
religious content to modern disciplines, but in reconsidering the assumptions, purposes, 
values, and ethical consequences underlying knowledge production. 

Al-Faruqi’s project emphasized the reconstruction of knowledge through a tawhidic 
orientation, while al-Attas placed strong emphasis on the purification and clarification of 
key concepts and the restoration of proper educational aims. Contemporary scholarship 
continues to interpret these traditions in relation to educational reform and epistemological 
reconstruction [23], [32], [33]. Their shared concern can be understood as a response to 
fragmentation that occurs when knowledge is separated from a unifying worldview and 
when educational institutions prioritize technical outcomes without sufficient attention to 
moral and spiritual formation. 

In the digital era, this framework can be translated into four connected educational 
functions. First, Islamic education should cultivate source literacy so that learners can 
distinguish authoritative, contextualized scholarship from unsupported digital claims. 
Second, it should develop critical reasoning so that learners can evaluate arguments rather 
than repeat information. Third, it should strengthen adab so that knowledge is used 
responsibly. Fourth, it should maintain an integrative worldview in which revelation and 
reason are related without collapsing their distinct functions. These four functions synthesize 
the epistemological and ethical dimensions identified across the literature [3], [12], [22]. 

Islamization of knowledge should also be distinguished from a rejection of modern 
science. The framework is better understood as an attempt to examine the philosophical 
assumptions, purposes, values, and social consequences surrounding knowledge. In this 
sense, Islamization can provide a critical ethical orientation for science and technology rather 
than a substitute for empirical inquiry. This interpretation is particularly relevant to digital 
education because it permits the use of technological tools while maintaining critical 
attention to platform practices that may conflict with educational goals, including uncritical 
personalization, excessive competition for attention, and the rapid circulation of 
decontextualized claims. 

The framework also has curricular implications. Islamic education curricula can 
integrate digital verification activities, source comparison, reflective discussion, and ethical 
case analysis. Students can be asked to compare a social-media religious claim with a 
scholarly source, identify the evidence used, examine the context, and articulate why a 
particular interpretation is more defensible. Such activities transform digital literacy from a 
predominantly technical competence into an epistemological and ethical practice. Research 
on contemporary Islamic education reform and digital learning supports the need for 
curricula that combine technological competence with ethical and intellectual formation 
[12], [14], [15]. 
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The findings therefore suggest that Islamization of knowledge can function as a 
reconstructive framework rather than merely as a historical intellectual program. Its 
relevance to the digital context lies in providing a basis for connecting knowledge validation, 
critical reasoning, ethical responsibility, and educational purpose. 

 
3.6. A Reconstructive Framework for Islamic Education in the Digital Era 

The synthesis of the literature suggests that the epistemological challenge of Islamic 
education in the digital era can be represented through five mutually reinforcing dimensions: 
access, verification, contextualization, ethical formation, and integration. Access refers to 
the ability to reach diverse knowledge resources. Verification concerns the assessment of 
source credibility and evidentiary support. Contextualization requires learners to understand 
claims within their textual, historical, disciplinary, and social settings. Ethical formation 
connects knowledge with adab and responsibility. Integration places these processes within 
a coherent Islamic worldview. 

The five dimensions should be understood as interdependent principles rather than 
rigid sequential stages. Access provides the initial encounter with diverse knowledge 
resources, but verification determines whether the information can be regarded as 
sufficiently credible. Contextualization clarifies meaning and relevance, while ethical 
formation guides responsible use. Integration connects these processes to the broader 
purposes and worldview of Islamic education. The proposed framework therefore represents 
a reinforcing relationship among the five dimensions rather than a linear instructional 
procedure. 

This framework avoids two extremes. The first is technological determinism, which 
assumes that digitalization automatically improves education because it increases access. 
The second is technological rejection, which treats digital media as inherently incompatible 
with Islamic educational traditions. Current research instead suggests that the educational 
consequences of digital transformation depend on how technologies are embedded in 
curriculum, pedagogy, institutional policy, and teacher practice [2], [3], [12]. 

The framework also recognizes that authority is relational. A teacher may possess 
disciplinary and religious expertise, while digital platforms possess computational 
mechanisms that determine visibility and recommendation. Students participate through 
their own choices, peer networks, and interpretive practices. The synthesis therefore 
indicates that contemporary educational authority is distributed across several interacting 
levels rather than located exclusively in teachers or digital platforms. Educational 
institutions therefore need to cultivate a layered form of authority in which scholarly 
expertise, institutional responsibility, transparent evidence, and learner criticality reinforce 
one another. Research on contemporary digital religious authority supports the need to 
understand authority as changing rather than simply disappearing [7]–[11], [29], [30]. 

At the institutional level, the framework implies that digital transformation should 
be accompanied by policies on source evaluation, teacher development, student digital 
ethics, and the responsible use of emerging technologies. Recent research on artificial 
intelligence and Islamic religious education further indicates that digital transformation now 
extends beyond conventional online learning to algorithmic and generative systems [31]. 
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The epistemological question consequently extends to automated systems: when artificial 
intelligence generates, ranks, summarizes, or recommends religious information, 
educational institutions require explicit criteria for validation, attribution, contextualization, 
and responsible use. 

The proposed framework remains conceptual and should be tested empirically. 
Future research can examine how students apply source-verification criteria, how teachers 
mediate digital religious information, and how curricula incorporating adab and epistemic 
literacy influence learners’ reasoning. Comparative studies across schools, madrasahs, and 
higher education institutions could also determine how institutional context shapes the 
relationship between digitalization and Islamic epistemology. The principal contribution of 
the framework is therefore conceptual: it connects access, verification, contextualization, 
ethical formation, and integration as interdependent dimensions for reconstructing Islamic 
education under digital conditions. 

Overall, the results indicate that the epistemological challenge of Islamic education 
in the digital era is not reducible to technological change, declining authority, moral 
problems, or insufficient digital literacy alone. Rather, the literature reveals an 
interconnected problem involving how knowledge is accessed, validated, contextualized, 
transmitted, ethically used, and integrated within an Islamic worldview. The proposed 
framework responds to this interconnectedness by positioning digital competence, epistemic 
verification, contextual interpretation, adab, and knowledge integration as mutually 
reinforcing dimensions of Islamic educational reconstruction. 
 

4. CONCLUSION 
This study examined how digitalization reshapes knowledge practices, religious 

authority, and the epistemological foundations of Islamic education, while also considering 
the role of ethical formation. The findings indicate that the central challenge is not the use 
of digital technology itself, but the changing conditions under which knowledge is accessed, 
validated, interpreted, and transmitted. Digitalization can expand access to knowledge and 
diversify religious authority, while simultaneously increasing the need for explicit criteria of 
verification, contextualization, and responsible knowledge use. 

Conceptually, the study contributes a reconstructive framework comprising five 
interdependent dimensions: access, verification, contextualization, ethical formation through 
adab, and knowledge integration within an Islamic worldview. The framework connects 
changes in digital knowledge practices with the transformation of religious authority and 
epistemological foundations, while positioning ethical formation as an essential component 
of responsible digital learning. It therefore provides a conceptual basis for understanding 
how Islamic education can engage digital transformation without treating technology as 
inherently harmful or inherently beneficial. 

The main limitation is the conceptual nature of the study, which relies on normative-
philosophical analysis and literature synthesis rather than empirical observation or 
measurement of educational outcomes. Accordingly, the proposed framework should not yet 
be interpreted as an empirically validated model. Future research should test its dimensions 
and relationships across different educational contexts, including schools, madrasahs, and 
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higher education institutions, and examine how teachers and learners apply verification, 
contextualization, adab, and knowledge integration in actual digital learning practices. Such 
empirical testing can further assess the framework’s explanatory and practical value for the 
reconstruction of Islamic education in the digital era. 
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