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A.K. Gani was one of the fighters during the physical revolution (1945-

1949). He was awarded the title of national hero in 2007 for his role in 

fighting for the Palembang region. Although A.K. Gani did not come 

from Palembang, he remained persistent and brave in his efforts to defend 

Indonesia’s independence, driven by his love for his homeland. The spirit 

of love for one’s country is one of the values of character education that 

must be instilled in students. The aim of writing this article is to instill a 

spirit of love for the country that A.K. can emulate. Gani, as a fighter 

figure in the Physical Revolution (1945-1949) in Palembang, provides 
information and insight for students on A.K. fighter figures. Gani. 

Through this research, it is hoped that a spirit of love for the country will 

emerge among students, the younger generation, to create future 

generations who love their region and nation, as well as a next generation 

of the nation with character. This research employs historical methods, 

including literature reviews and interviews. A literature study is carried 

out by reviewing relevant literature and reading materials, then analyzing 

and interpreting them to produce a written product. The results of this 

research indicate that A.K. Gani is a figure during the physical revolution 

who deserves to be emulated, especially in efforts to instill character 

rooted in local history in the nation’s next generation. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Education is a set of systems with clearly defined objectives. The goals of education 

are not limited solely to education itself, but also encompass health, physical and motor 

development, skills, willpower, emotions, and even an individual’s faith [1]. In line with this 

view, Omeri [2] argues that education has a broad scope, as education and humans develop 

side by side; essentially, education has existed alongside humanity itself. Therefore, 

education is a process that already exists, is intentional, structured, and systematically 

planned in accordance with the regulations of a particular country. One field within 

education is character education. 
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The term character originates from the Greek word charassian, which means to focus 

or to mark. Conceptually, it refers to the application of various forms of goodness into 

positive behaviors such as honesty, perseverance, love for the homeland, and others. An 

individual whose actions are based on moral principles is considered a person of character 

[3]. Similarly, Omeri [2] defines character as a combination of morals, ethics, and manners 

that are reflected in the quality of a person’s behavior, actions, and speech. Character 

education assesses good and bad based on behaviors and actions that conform to prevailing 

norms. 

Character education is essential to shaping and improving the character of the nation’s 

children. Education should be designed to produce future generations who are both high-

quality and well-characterized, enabling them to compete in a future filled with challenges 

[4]. Reflections of character values can also be observed through the exemplary figures of 

Indonesian national heroes who fought to achieve and defend Indonesia’s independence. 

One such example is the heroes of the physical revolution period of 1945–1949, who worked 

to maintain Indonesia’s independence. 

The struggle in Palembang reached its peak on January 1–5, 1947, known as the Five 

Days and Five Nights Battle. One of the prominent figures of the physical revolution in 

Palembang was A.K. Gani. According to an interview with Palembang historian Syafruddin 

Yusuf, A.K. Gani played a very important role in Palembang during the early years of 

independence. His arrival in Palembang was even on the orders of Soekarno, as they shared 

the same nationalist ideology and were affiliated with the Indonesian National Party (PNI). 

A.K. Gani was also a key figure in establishing the PNI in Palembang. 

Based on regulations of the Ministry of National Education (Kemendiknas), there are 

many values included in character education, such as honesty, discipline, religiosity, 

creativity, independence, democracy, appreciation of achievement, love of peace, 

communicativeness, curiosity, social care, responsibility, and love for the homeland [5]. In 

this article, the author limits the discussion to patriotism, or love for the homeland. Love for 

the homeland is a form of affection that every citizen must possess, manifested through 

fulfilling obligations and rights as well as participating in efforts to defend the nation [6]. 

The values embodied in A.K. Gani’s struggle as a fighter in Palembang demonstrate 

his deep love for the Indonesian nation. In the modern era, globalization continues to 

intensify alongside rapid technological advancement. However, if these developments are 

not accompanied by the cultivation of character and a strong sense of patriotism—

particularly a deep understanding of local history—they may lead to an identity crisis. This 

view is consistent with Hanifa and Nugraha [6], who found that one phenomenon among 

today’s younger generation is a lack of love for the homeland and limited knowledge of their 

own local history. 

Based on the explanations above, the purpose of this study is to instill a spirit of love 

for the homeland, exemplified by A.K. Gani as a figure of the Physical Revolution (1945–

1949) in Palembang, among the younger generation as the nation’s successors. This patriotic 

spirit is highly worthy of serving as an example and role model for young people, to create 

future generations who love their region and nation and possess strong character. 
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This study offers novelty compared to previous research, such as the study conducted 

by Haidah [7] entitled “Internalization of the Exemplary Values of the Youngest 

Revolutionary Hero Pierre Tendean in History Learning,” which focuses on Pierre Tendean 

and the exemplary values he embodied. Another study by Sofiana [8] entitled “Emulating 

the Character of Nyi Ageng Serang as an Inspiration for Indonesian Women” emphasizes 

the importance of emulating heroic figures such as Nyi Ageng Serang, particularly for 

Indonesian women. A further study by Suntara and Hijran [9] entitled “Emulating the 

Struggle of General Soedirman in Efforts to Develop the Character of Love for the 

Homeland,” focuses on the character of patriotism as exemplified by General Soedirman. 

The novelty of this research lies in the scope of character values examined, as this 

study specifically focuses on the character of love for the homeland. In addition, this study 

selects a local heroic figure from Palembang, namely A.K. Gani. In terms of the time frame, 

the research is limited to 1945–1949, corresponding to the period of the physical revolution. 

Through this study, the researcher seeks to revive the spirit of patriotism among the younger 

generation and to enhance their understanding of local history amid the rapid pace of 

development and the strong currents of globalization. 

 

2. METHOD 

This study employs historical research, also known as the historical method. The 

historical method consists of a series of systematic steps for tracing, collecting, evaluating, 

and critically reconstructing past events based on verifiable facts and reliable data. This 

method aims to understand and interpret historical events objectively in accordance with the 

research objectives. In this study, a historical approach is applied to examine A.K. Gani’s 

struggle during the Physical Revolution period of 1945–1949, as well as the values of 

patriotism it exemplified. 

The research was conducted in Palembang City, South Sumatra, as Palembang was a 

significant region in A.K. Gani’s struggle during the early years of Indonesian independence. 

In addition to field-based research, this study employed library research by examining 

relevant materials from libraries, archives, and digital sources. 

The informants in this study were selected using a purposive sampling technique, 

meaning they were chosen based on specific considerations relevant to the research needs. 

The informants consisted of historians from Palembang City with in-depth knowledge and 

expertise in the history of A.K. Gani’s struggle, as well as members of A.K. Gani’s family 

with a comprehensive understanding of his background, struggle, and the values he 

embodied. These informants were selected to obtain valid, in-depth, and authentic data 

related to the object of study. 

Data collection in this study was conducted using several methods. Library research 

was conducted by collecting data and references from books, journal articles, archival 

documents, research reports, and other written sources relevant to A.K. Gani’s struggle and 

character education on patriotism. In-depth interviews were conducted with Palembang 

historians and A.K. Gani’s family members to obtain oral accounts that support the written 

sources. In addition, observations were conducted at historical sites related to A.K. Gani’s 
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struggle in Palembang to strengthen the contextual understanding of the research's historical 

setting. 

The data analysis techniques in this study followed the stages of the historical method. 

The first stage involved heuristics, which involved collecting historical sources relevant to 

the research theme and title, including both primary and secondary sources. The second stage 

was source criticism, consisting of external criticism to assess the authenticity of sources 

and internal criticism to evaluate the credibility and accuracy of their content. The third stage 

was interpretation, which involved interpreting and assigning meaning to the verified 

historical sources to achieve a comprehensive and logical understanding. The final stage was 

historiography, namely the writing of history based on critically analyzed and interpreted 

sources, resulting in a coherent, systematic historical narrative that aligns with the objectives 

of the study. 

 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

3.1 Result 

The Essence of Love for the Homeland in Character Education 

The findings of this study indicate that the essence of love for the homeland holds a 

very important position in character education. Character education serves as a fundamental 

means of instilling core values that shape students into individuals who possess a sense of 

love, pride, and concern for their nation and country. Love for the homeland is not merely 

an emotional feeling; it is reflected in attitudes such as respecting diversity, upholding 

national unity, and prioritizing the interests of the nation and the state over personal interests. 

 

 
Figure 1. Dr. A. K. Gani 

Source: Personal Documentation, Monpera Museum Collection, 2022 

 

Based on the research findings, the spirit of patriotism can be effectively instilled 

through the exemplification of national heroes, particularly A.K. Gani. The values embodied 

in A.K. Gani’s struggle demonstrate concrete expressions of love for the homeland, 

including courage, sacrifice, nationalism, and a strong commitment to Indonesian unity. 

Although A.K. Gani was not originally from Palembang, his active involvement in the 

struggle to defend the region's independence provides clear evidence that love for the 

homeland transcends regional boundaries and represents a national commitment. 
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The study also reveals that A.K. Gani’s exemplary life and struggle are highly relevant 

as learning resources in character education within schools. Through the introduction of A.K. 

Gani’s historical struggle, students can understand that love for the homeland is manifested 

in real actions, such as a willingness to sacrifice, maintaining unity, and contributing 

according to one’s abilities for the benefit of the nation. These values align with the third 

principle of Pancasila, “The Unity of Indonesia,” which emphasizes safeguarding national 

unity amid diversity. 

Furthermore, the findings indicate that the internalization of patriotic character through 

local historical figures can strengthen students’ emotional attachment to national history. An 

understanding of A.K. Gani’s struggle fosters a sense of pride in being Indonesian and raises 

awareness of the importance of preserving national identity in the face of globalization. 

Thus, character education based on the exemplification of heroic figures not only enhances 

historical knowledge but also shapes students’ attitudes and behaviors. 

Overall, the study concludes that the essence of love for the homeland in character 

education can be effectively realized through the internalization of the values reflected in 

A.K. Gani’s struggle. These values include respect for diversity, a strong sense of unity, 

willingness to sacrifice, and commitment to defending and preserving the nation and the 

state. The cultivation of love for the homeland through the example of national heroes is 

expected to contribute to the formation of a young generation with strong character, noble 

values, and a deep sense of responsibility for the future of Indonesia. 

 

An Overview of A.K. Gani 

The findings of this study indicate that A.K. Gani was one of the prominent national 

figures who played a significant role in Indonesia’s struggle for independence, particularly 

in Palembang and the South Sumatra region. A.K. Gani, whose full name was Dr. Adenan 

Kapau Gani, was born on September 16, 1905, in Palembayan, Agam Regency, West 

Sumatra. His family background and life experiences contributed to the formation of a strong 

personal character, marked by compassion for his family and a deep sense of nationalism 

from an early age. 

 

 
Figure 2. Dr. A. K. Gani Hospital 

Source: Personal Documentation, 2022 

The research findings show that A.K. Gani had a solid and diverse educational 

background. He pursued formal education from elementary school through to medical 
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education in Jakarta, demonstrating his belief that education was a crucial foundation for 

struggle and service to the nation. His involvement in various youth organizations from a 

young age, including the Sumatra Youth Organization and Indonesia Moeda, as well as his 

participation in the Second Youth Congress in 1928, marked the beginning of his active role 

in the national independence movement. 

The study further reveals that A.K. Gani was actively involved in political and 

nationalist movements before and after Indonesia’s independence. He was closely associated 

with Soekarno and was involved in political activities through Partindo. In addition to his 

political engagement, A.K. Gani also showed an interest in the arts and culture, as evidenced 

by his roles as a poet and a film actor. This illustrates that A.K. Gani was a multidimensional 

figure who contributed to the struggle not only through politics and revolutionary actions 

but also through cultural expression. 

During the early years of Indonesia’s independence, particularly throughout the 

Physical Revolution period of 1945–1949, A.K. Gani played a vital role in Palembang. The 

findings indicate that he was directly involved in efforts to defend Indonesia’s independence 

in the region, including his participation in the historic Five Days and Five Nights Battle in 

Palembang. His residence also became an important location for disseminating information 

about Indonesia’s independence, as Palembang officially received news of the proclamation 

on August 24, 1945. 

Further findings show that A.K. Gani was entrusted with strategic governmental 

positions, serving as the first Governor of South Sumatra and the first Resident of 

Palembang. Beyond his political and revolutionary roles, he also contributed significantly to 

regional development. He was recognized as one of the pioneers of major infrastructure and 

industrial projects in Palembang, including the Ampera Bridge and PT Pupuk Sriwijaya. 

These contributions demonstrate that his dedication to the nation extended beyond the period 

of armed struggle into the phase of post-independence development. 

Interviews with A.K. Gani’s family further support the findings, indicating that his 

legacy continues to be honored today. His name has been commemorated through the 

establishment of a museum managed by his family and the naming of one of Palembang's 

major hospitals after him. This enduring recognition reflects the profound historical 

significance of A.K. Gani’s contributions to Palembang and to Indonesia as a whole. 

Overall, this study's findings affirm that A.K. Gani was a national hero whose 

contributions to Indonesia’s struggle for independence and subsequent development were 

substantial. His life journey, educational background, involvement in nationalist 

movements, and dedication to public service position him as an exemplary figure whose 

legacy deserves preservation and transmission to younger generations as an integral part of 

Indonesia’s historical and national identity. 

 

The Exemplary Spirit of Love for the Homeland of A.K. Gani (1945–1949) 

The findings of this study indicate that A.K. Gani was a prominent nationalist figure 

who demonstrated a strong love for the homeland during Indonesia’s Physical Revolution 

from 1945 to 1949. His role in defending Indonesia’s independence was evident from the 

early days following the proclamation, when he actively worked to unify the perspectives 
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and objectives of the people and freedom fighters in Palembang. In line with the decisions 

of the Preparatory Committee for Indonesian Independence (PPKI) on August 22, 1945, 

A.K. Gani played an important role in organizing political and military forces to defend 

independence in South Sumatra. 

The research reveals that on August 23, 1945, A.K. Gani initiated the establishment of 

the Indonesian residency government in Palembang. He was also tasked with designing the 

military's organizational structure as part of the national security and defense framework. 

Although A.K. Gani was not originally from Palembang, this did not diminish his 

commitment to the region. His strong sense of patriotism was reflected in his willingness to 

fight wherever the nation required, regardless of ethnic or regional differences. 

Interview data with Palembang historians indicate that A.K. Gani’s struggle in 

Palembang was also motivated by shared nationalist ideology with Soekarno. Based on this 

ideological alignment, Soekarno assigned A.K. Gani to take part in the struggle in 

Palembang. During the physical revolution, A.K. Gani’s residence served as an important 

center for meetings and negotiations among freedom fighters and community leaders, further 

highlighting his central role in the resistance movement. 

 

Figure 3. Left: A.K. Gani’s house used for negotiations and meetings during the Physical Revolution on Jl. 
Mailan. Right: A.K. Gani’s house after being relocated to Jl. Merdeka 

Source: Personal Documentation, Monpera Museum Collection, 2024 

 

The findings also show that A.K. Gani was an influential figure in South Sumatra and 

frequently acted as a spokesperson for nationalist groups. He represented Sumatra in various 

negotiations with the Japanese authorities following the proclamation of independence. On 

August 25, 1945, A.K. Gani took the initiative in reading the Proclamation of Independence 

and leading the first hoisting of the Indonesian national flag in Palembang. This moment 

symbolized the manifestation of his strong national spirit and love for the homeland. 

Furthermore, the study finds that A.K. Gani was known as a decisive and responsive 

leader who consistently prioritized the interests of Palembang's people. He developed 

strategic plans for Palembang’s oil diplomacy, which significantly impacted financing the 

people’s struggle and supplying essential resources, including military equipment, across 

various regions of Sumatra. These efforts demonstrate his intelligence and perseverance in 

defending Indonesian independence through diplomatic and economic strategies. 
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During the period from 1945 to 1946, A.K. Gani held several strategic positions, 

including Head of the South Sumatra Government, Commander of the South Sumatra Sub-

Command, Coordinator of the People’s Security Army (TKR) in Sumatra, and Deputy 

Governor of South Sumatra. The findings also highlight his role as an Indonesian delegate 

in the Linggarjati Agreement negotiations in 1947, underscoring his importance in 

Indonesia’s diplomatic struggle at both national and international levels. 

Another significant finding of this study is that in 1946, A.K. Gani became known as 

the “largest smuggler in Southeast Asia,” a title reflecting his success in secretly transporting 

South Sumatra’s natural resources to Singapore in exchange for weapons and military 

supplies. This strategy played a crucial role in sustaining the armed struggle and 

strengthening Indonesia’s defense capabilities during the revolution. 

During the Five Days and Five Nights Battle in Palembang from January 1 to 5, 1947, 

A.K. Gani was once again assigned to Palembang to help resolve the conflict. He served as 

one of Palembang’s representatives in negotiations with the Dutch to end hostilities and halt 

armed clashes. His involvement in these peace efforts reflects his commitment not only to 

independence but also to the safety and welfare of the civilian population. 

Overall, the research findings affirm that A.K. Gani exemplified a profound love for 

the homeland through his dedication, sacrifice, and leadership during the Physical 

Revolution. His willingness to struggle in regions beyond his place of origin, his 

contributions in political, military, diplomatic, and economic fields, and his consistent 

prioritization of the people’s interests illustrate a powerful model of patriotism. The 

exemplary spirit of love for the homeland demonstrated by A.K. Gani embodies an important 

value that can be transmitted to younger generations to cultivate a future generation of 

Indonesians with strong character, noble values, and a deep sense of national responsibility. 

 

3.2 Discussion 

The Essence of Love for the Homeland in Character Education 

The discussion findings indicate that education plays a fundamental role in shaping 

individual quality and ensuring the sustainability of a nation. Education is not merely a 

process of transferring knowledge, but also a medium for transmitting life values relevant to 

both the present and the future. Hasan et al. [10] emphasize that education is a basic human 

need that is inherent from early life, even in the womb. In line with this view, Kosim [5] 

defines education as a strategic effort to transmit values and life skills so that individuals can 

face life’s challenges sustainably. Without education, humans would lose the ability to learn 

from past experiences, leading to a lack of progress across generations. 

UNESCO’s perspective further strengthens these findings by positioning education as 

a dynamic and adaptive process that evolves in response to changing times. Education must 

continuously adapt to social, cultural, and technological developments to remain relevant in 

shaping holistic human beings [11]. Within this framework, character education becomes an 

essential component that cannot be separated from the overall education system. 

Character education focuses on the formation of students’ values, attitudes, and 

behaviors. According to the Indonesian Ministry of Education (Depdiknas), character 

encompasses values, personality, disposition, and moral traits inherent in an individual [3]. 
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Character education aims to guide individuals in distinguishing between good and bad and 

in translating good values into daily practices [2]. Kosim [5] further explains that character 

education functions as a means for students to optimize knowledge and internalize values 

into social, civic, and national skills. Therefore, character education holds a deeper position 

than moral education alone, as it emphasizes the habituation of virtuous behavior in real-life 

contexts [12]. 

One of the core values in character education is love for the homeland. Faidin [13] 

asserts that patriotism is a crucial foundation in developing students’ national character. 

Love for the homeland reflects an appreciation of diversity, a commitment to unity, and a 

prioritization of national interests over personal ones. Wandut and Dihe [14] describe 

manifestations of love for the homeland as including national spirit, unity and integrity, and 

a sense of kinship. The Indonesian Dictionary (KBBI) further defines love for the homeland 

as a sincere inner commitment to defend, protect, and preserve the nation against threats and 

disturbances. 

The discussion also reveals that the value of love for the homeland can be effectively 

instilled through the exemplarity of national struggle figures. Wandut and Dihe [15] state 

that patriotism is closely associated with a willingness to sacrifice for the nation's and the 

state's interests. In this regard, A.K. Gani represents an exemplary figure who embodies this 

value. Despite not being a native of Palembang, A.K. Gani devoted himself wholeheartedly 

to the struggle in Palembang and South Sumatra, demonstrating that love for the homeland 

transcends regional boundaries and ethnic backgrounds. 

Furthermore, the value of love for the homeland aligns with the third principle of 

Pancasila, “The Unity of Indonesia,” which emphasizes national unity within diversity [16]. 

Therefore, integrating the exemplary struggles of A.K. Gani into school character education 

is a relevant strategy for fostering students’ nationalism. By learning about the exemplary 

values of national heroes, students can internalize the spirit of patriotism contextually and 

practically. 

In conclusion, the findings of this discussion affirm that the essence of love for the 

homeland in character education lies in shaping students who are proud of their nation, 

respectful of diversity, willing to make sacrifices, and committed to prioritizing national and 

state interests. These values can be effectively cultivated through character education that 

integrates the exemplary legacy of national heroes such as A.K. Gani. 

 

An Overview of A. K. Gani 

The findings of this study indicate that A. K. Gani was a national figure who played 

multidimensional roles in Indonesian history, particularly during the national movement and 

the physical revolution. His family background and early life experiences significantly 

shaped his character as a resilient, independent individual with strong social concern. The 

death of his mother when A. K. Gani was only ten years old, along with the nurturing role 

of his stepmother, contributed to the formation of family-oriented values and empathy. These 

traits were later reflected in his public life, as he was known to be close to both his family 

and the wider community [17], [18]. 
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From an educational perspective, A. K. Gani pursued a progressive academic path that 

fostered modern and nationalist thinking. His education at ELS, AMS, and later at the 

National Medical School in Jakarta not only equipped him with medical expertise but also 

broadened his national awareness and political consciousness. His involvement in the 

Second Youth Congress in 1928 demonstrates his active participation in the formative 

moments of Indonesian nationalism. Furthermore, his engagement in youth organizations 

such as the Sumatera Youth Organization and the Sumatera Youth Center reflects that his 

struggle for independence began early through organizational activism and political 

education. 

During the national movement, A. K. Gani emerged as an influential figure in various 

political and youth organizations. His involvement in Club Indonesia under the guidance of 

Soekarno, his role as a founder of Indonesia Moeda, and his participation in the Indonesian 

Youth Organization and Partindo highlight his consistent commitment to nationalist ideals. 

These activities illustrate that A. K. Gani was not only a physical fighter but also an 

intellectual and cultural activist, as evidenced by his contributions to film and poetry [18]. 

In the context of the physical revolution from 1945 to 1949, A. K. Gani’s role in 

Palembang and South Sumatra was particularly significant. Due to the delayed dissemination 

of news regarding Indonesia’s independence, A. K. Gani’s residence became one of the key 

centers for spreading information about the Proclamation of Independence. This underscores 

his strategic position in regional struggles. During this period, A. K. Gani functioned not 

only as an administrative leader but also as a mobilizer of popular resistance in defending 

Indonesia’s independence against colonial forces [19], [20]. 

A. K. Gani’s appointment as the first Governor of South Sumatra and the first Resident 

of Palembang reflects the state’s strong trust in his leadership capabilities. Beyond his 

political and governmental roles, he also made substantial contributions to post-

independence development, including pioneering the construction of the Ampera Bridge and 

establishing PT Pupuk Sriwijaya Palembang, both of which remain important symbols of 

regional development. His designation as a National Hero in 2007 represents the state's 

formal recognition of his enduring dedication and service to the nation [21]. 

Furthermore, the commemoration of A. K. Gani through the naming of a family-

managed museum and a hospital in Palembang demonstrates that his legacy is preserved not 

only historically but also institutionalized in public spaces and social services. This finding 

reinforces the conclusion that A. K. Gani’s contributions have had a long-term impact, 

shaping collective memory and strengthening local and national identity. Consequently, A. 

K. Gani stands as an exemplary figure whose life and struggles remain relevant as a source 

of inspiration for younger generations in fostering nationalism, public service, and character-

based leadership. 

 

Exemplary Spirit of Patriotism of A.K. Gani (1945–1949) 

The discussion of the research findings indicates that A.K. Gani was a central figure 

in the struggle to defend Indonesian independence, particularly in Palembang and South 

Sumatra, reflecting a very strong spirit of patriotism. Based on the PPKI decision of August 

22, 1945, concerning the establishment of the Indonesian National Party (PNI), the People’s 
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Security Agency (BKR), and the Central Indonesian National Committee (KNIP), A.K. Gani 

played a strategic role in uniting the aspirations of the people and freedom fighters to 

safeguard the integrity of the Unitary State of the Republic of Indonesia. His initiative to 

establish the Indonesian residency government in Palembang on August 23, 1945, 

demonstrates strong leadership and nationalism in responding to the uncertain post-

independence situation [17]. 

Although A.K. Gani was not originally from Palembang, this did not hinder him from 

wholeheartedly fighting for national interests. This attitude reflects the essence of patriotism, 

transcending regional, ethnic, and racial identities. Based on an interview with a Palembang 

historian, Syafruddin Yusuf, A.K. Gani’s struggle in Palembang was also driven by shared 

nationalist ideology with Soekarno, which led to his trust and appointment to lead and 

coordinate the struggle in South Sumatra. This indicates that the state entrusted leadership 

to individuals with a strong commitment to national unity and interests. 

A.K. Gani’s role as a spokesperson for nationalist groups in South Sumatra further 

affirmed his strategic position in the struggle. He frequently represented Sumatra in 

negotiations with the Japanese and became a key figure in the reading of the proclamation 

and the first hoisting of the Indonesian national flag (the Red and White) in Palembang on 

August 25, 1945 [18]. These actions carried profound symbolic meaning as an affirmation 

of independence and a catalyst for the rise of nationalism among the people of Palembang. 

Furthermore, the discussion shows that A.K. Gani possessed strong capabilities in 

making strategic decisions, including in diplomacy and economics. The Palembang oil 

diplomacy strategy he designed made a significant contribution to financing the people’s 

struggle and fulfilling military logistical needs across various regions of Sumatra [22]. In 

1946, A.K. Gani was known as “the greatest smuggler in Southeast Asia” for his success in 

smuggling South Sumatran natural resources to Singapore, where they were exchanged for 

weapons needed for the national struggle [22]. This illustrates that patriotism was manifested 

not only through physical resistance but also through intelligence and economic and political 

strategy. 

In the context of military and governance, A.K. Gani held various important positions, 

including Head of the South Sumatran Government in 1945, Commander of the South 

Sumatran Sub-Command in 1946, Coordinator of the People’s Security Army (TKR) in 

Sumatra, and his appointment as Deputy Governor of South Sumatra on May 17, 1946. His 

involvement as an Indonesian delegate in the Linggarjati Agreement of 1947 further 

confirms his role as a national figure contributing at local, national, and international levels 

[23], [24], [25]. During the Five Days and Five Nights Battle in Palembang (1–5 January 

1947), A.K. Gani once again demonstrated his commitment to peace and public safety. He 

was assigned to Palembang to halt the armed conflict and was directly involved in 

negotiations with the Dutch at the Schakel School, 15 Ilir, Palembang, aimed at ceasing 

hostilities and preventing further escalation [22], [26] 

Based on this discussion, it can be concluded that A.K. Gani was a freedom fighter 

who upheld the values of patriotism through selfless dedication, visionary leadership, and 

courage in taking risks for the nation and the state. The exemplary life of A.K. Gani is highly 

relevant as a source for historical learning and character education, particularly in instilling 
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the spirit of patriotism, nationalism, and unity among younger generations, thereby forming 

future citizens who are morally upright and strong in character. 

 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

Based on the study's results, it can be concluded that education plays a fundamental 

role in shaping human beings, particularly through character education that should be 

instilled from an early age. Character education is an important means of cultivating noble 

values in students so they can face life’s challenges and contribute positively to the nation 

and the state. One of the essential values in character education is the spirit of love for the 

homeland, which includes a sense of pride in the nation, respect for Indonesia’s diversity, 

willingness to make sacrifices, and the ability to prioritize national and state interests over 

personal interests. 

The findings indicate that the exemplary figure of a national hero, especially A.K. 

Gani, is highly relevant to efforts to instill the value of patriotism in students. A.K. Gani’s 

dedication and struggle in defending Indonesia’s independence, grounded in nationalism, 

selfless service, and a strong commitment to national unity, provide a concrete example of 

character values worth emulating by the younger generation. The state’s recognition of his 

contributions, as evidenced by his designation as a National Hero of Indonesia in 2007, 

further affirms the significance of his role in the nation’s history. 

Therefore, integrating A.K. Gani’s exemplary struggle into history learning and 

character education is expected to strengthen students' internalization of patriotic values. The 

cultivation of these values not only enhances historical understanding but also contributes to 

the formation of future generations who possess strong character, noble morals, and a high 

commitment to the unity and progress of Indonesia. 
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